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the heretical sect of Anabaptists (16th Century) polygyny was
legally practised in Europe and accepted by the Christian Church
in the middle ages and it occurred sporadically as a legal institution
accepted by the Church and the State till the middle of the
Seventeenth Century.38

Among the ancient Arabs and the Jews, there existed besides
the system of plurality of wives, the custom of entering into
conditional as well as temporary contracts of marriage. These loose
notions of morality exercised the most disastrous influence on the
constitution of the society within the Peninsula.

Islam condemned in toto polyandry and communal marriages.
It restrained polygyny by limiting the maximum number of
contemporaneous marriages arid by making equitability towards all,
obligatory on the man. The Qur'an permits a Muslim to many not
more than four wives at a time which may, for our purpose, be
termed, quadrogymy.

The Qur'an says:

"....many of the women, who seem good to you, two,
or three, or four, and if ye fear that ye cannot do justice
(to so many) then one (only), or (the captives) that
your right hands possess. Thus it is more, likely that
ye will not do injustice.39

It is noteworthy that the verse of the Qur'an which contains
the permission to contract four contemporaneous marriages, is
immediately followed by a sentence which cuts down the significance
of the preceding passage to its normal and legitimate dimensions.
The former sentence says you may many two, three or four wives
but not more. The subsequent lines declare, "but if you cannot deal
equitably and justly with all, you shall many only one". The extreme
importance of this proviso, bearing specially in mind the meaning
which is attached to the word 'equity' (adal), in the Qur'anic
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